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operation and mutual interdependency. They came forward
to lend their support to the combined action which would
result in the common welfare of the community. Thus the
agraian institutions have survived the ravages of the times.
The survival of some of these traditions and customs upto
this day indicate their usefulness to the village community.
To ,.;; same extent the self governing institutions
of the villages of pre-Vijayanagara period received a set-
back as a result of the development of the Ayagar system
in Bandaravadi Villages. Besides the Vijayanagara rulers
distributed many of the villages among the captains of the
armies called the Nayakas. Hence the Amara Nayankara
system came into existence. Likewise in the border areas
the villages were given as Inams to the autocratic village
leaders who in the subsequent period became Poliagars.
In course of time these Poliagars became so powerful -and
indulged in committing crimes against villagers that the rulers
found ft very difficult to crush them. Only in the beginning
of the nineteenth century, the European Officer, Thomas
Munroe, was able to crush them once for all. Farther the
caste system with its rigidity and the age old Jati-dharma
traditions and customs contributed to the degeneration of
the social conditions in the villages. But it Had afso
contributed much for development of many industries in
Rayalaseema which form an interesting subject for our
dscusston.